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Plan for Today

A moderated discussion with K. Jill Barr of University of

2 Maryland, Baltimore County and Scott Lanyon of University
of Minnesota for about 25-30 minutes on implications of
enrollment decline and high-volume of deferred admissions.
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Technical Support

Webinar recording and slides will be emailed to participants and
posted on the CGS website.

Please submit questions
through the GoToWebinar
control panel

File View Help @~
Audio =
Telephone

@ Mic & Speakers

Sound Check

QYou are muted by an Organizer. ]” :

= Questions

Technical issues?
Troubleshooting help available:
http://support.citrixonline.com
/en_US /webinar

[Enter a question for staff]

)
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http://support.citrixonline.com/en_US/webinar

Audio Troubleshooting

Having trouble hearing us? Try If you experience trouble with a
switching to a different audio telephone connection, click “Problem
connection. You can change from dialing in?” for an alternate phone
Telephone to Mic & Speakers or vice number to dial.

versa without leaving the session.

. File View Help @~ -0e x File View Help @~

= Audio = Audio

= O Telephone ® Telephone
® Mic & Speakers O Mic & Speakers
= Sound Check — Dial: +1

e ) ' Access Code:
You are muted by an Organizer. | - Audio PIN:

If you're already on the call, press & % now.

= Questions (3] Problem dialing in?

9
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About CGS International
Graduate Admissions
Survey

Reports final application counts, numbers of
offers of admission, first-time enrollment, and
total enrollment of international graduate
students for each fall admission cycle.

The 2020 CGS International Graduate @2&’%&%“%0“

Admissions Survey was sent to 771 U.S. colleges

and universities, which were CGS members or

were members of CSGS, MAGS, NAGS, or INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE

WAGS. APPLICATIONS AND ENROLLMENT:
FALL 2020

A total of 360 institutions, or 47% responded to By Enyu Zhou & Janet Gao

the 2020 survey. February 2021
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Full Report

https://cgsnet.org/international-graduate-admissions-survey

LOGOUT MY PROFILE ONLINE PURCHASES

SOUNCIL OF

GRADUATE SCHOOLS EVENTS PUBLICATIONS CAREERPORTAL  NEWSROOM

Member Engagement Best Practice Benchmarking ublic Policy & Advocacy Global About CGS

Home / Benchmarking / International Graduate Admissions Survey = +

Graduate Student Mental
Health and Well-being
READ MORE

Graduate Enrollment

International Graduate
Admissions Survey

Since 2004, the Council of Graduate Schools (CGS) has
conducted a multi-year empirical examination of international
graduate application, admission, and enroliment trends.

International
Graduate
Admissions

Survey » Subscribe to our

News Network

This analysis responds to member institutions’ concerns

Reports » about continuing changes in the enroliment of students from abroad seeking master’s and neW81etter
doctoral degrees from U.S. colleges and universities. Receive updates on major
Research and Policy news, research, and
Forums * Access the report policies shaping graduate
The current survey report is available to the public online: education today.
Strategic International Graduate Applications and Enrollment Report: Fall 2020 (Full Report)
Consultations » Press Release Enter your email address

Downloadable Figures & Tables

External ) X . R
Benchmarking Click here to register for the International Survey Report webinar on Wednesday, February -

Resources »

24 from 2:00-3:00 PM Eastern.
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https://cgsnet.org/international-graduate-admissions-survey
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International Graduate Applications and Enrollment: Fall
- Downloadable Figures & Tables

Figures

Figure 1. Total International Graduate Applications by Degree Type, Fall 2017 to Fall 2020 (PDF, Image) Subscribe to our

News Network

Figure 2. First-time International Graduate Enrollment by Degree Type, Fall 2017 to Fall 2020 (PDF, Image

g v Degree Typ ¢ ge) newsletter

Figure 3. Factors Institutions Believe are Associated with Increased International Student Deferrals (PDF, Image) Receive updates on major
news, research, and

Figure 4. First-time Enrollment & Deferred Admissions of Chinese and Indian Nationals, Fall 2020 (PDF, Image) policies shaping graduate

education today.
Figure 5. One-year Change in International Graduate Applications & First-time Enrolilment by Selected Country &
Region of Origin between Fall 2019 and Fall 2020 (PDF, Image) Enter your email address

oUNCIL oF y #CGSResearch

GRADUATE SCHOOLS


https://cgsnet.org/international-graduate-admissions-survey

3]

Application

The Largest Volume
of International
Graduate
Applications
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First-time
Enrollment
Significant Decline

in First-time
Enrollment.

Supplemental
Surveys

NAGAP/CGS Survey and
International Graduate
Admissions Supplemental
Questionnaire.
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Characteristics of Participating Institutions in the Fall
2020 CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey

Table D.1 Characteristics of Institutions with Valid Responses for Fall 2020 First-time Enrollment

Institution Control Region

Private, not- Private, for-
Total Public Midwest  Northeast West South
for-profit ~ profit

Al Institutions 100% 326 69% 31% 0% 18% 20% 18% 43%

Doctoral Universities: Very High Research Activity 2% 103 75% 25% 0% 32% 13% 16% 39%
Doctoral Universities: High Research Activity 23% 75 73% 27% 0% 16% 25% 19% 41%
Doctoral/Professional Universities 10% 33 45% 55% 0% 23% 24% 15% 38%

Master s-focused Institutions 29% 95 69% 31% 0% 26% 21% 5% 47%

All Other Institutions 6% 20 60% 40% 0% 23% 20% 16% 40%

Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate Admissions Survey 2020

OUNCIL oF Zhou, E., & Gao, ]. (2021). International Graduate Applications & y #CGSResearCh
GRADUATE SCHOOLS Enrollment: Fall 2020. Council of Graduate Schools.
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In 2019-2020, there was a 3% increase in international graduate
applications, the same increase as between Fall 2018 and Fall 2019.

One-year Change in International Graduate Applications, Fall 2015 to Fall

2020
3% 3%
1%
2015/2016 20 17 20 18 2018/2019 2019/2020

-3%

-4%

GRADUATE scHooLs Applications Enrollment, Fall 2020, Table A1.

@OUN CIL oF Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate y #CGSResearCh



Application increases were driven by increases at Doctoral Universities.

One-year Change in International Graduate Applications by Degree Objective and
Institutional Type between Fall 2019 and Fall 2020

5%

4%

4% 4%

-1%
Master's & Doctorates i

Certificate Master's & Doctorates Certificate
Certificate
Doctoral Universities: Very High Research  Doctoral Universities: High Research Master’s-focused
Activity Activity and Doctoral/Professional Institutions and
Universities Other Institutions

Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate

@owvcu oF Admissions Survey, Fall 2019 & Fall 2020. Note: Not all institutions ’ #CGSRese arch

GRADUATE SCHOOLS reported the final application numbers. Some percentages may not ali
due to rounding.




Applications in Biological & Agricultural Sciences, Mathematics & Computer
Sciences and Physical & Earth Sciences continued robust growth.

One-year Change in International Graduate Applications by Field of Study between
Fall 2019 and Fall 2020

17%
12%
10%
-1% 0%
a— e a— —
Biological & Business Engineering Mathematics & Physical & Earth
Agricultural Sciences Computer Sciences Sciences

Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduatey
@ggggﬁA‘;“;scuoou Applications Enrollment, Fall 2020, Table A3. #CGSResearCh
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There was significant decline in first-time graduate enrollment over
the past year.

One-year Change in First-time International Graduate Enroliment, Fall 2015 to

Fall 2020
5% 4%
L -1% 1% —
2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 zo|19/z 20

-39%

GRADUATE scHooLs Applications Enrollment, Fall 2020, Table AZ.

@oumcu oF Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate y #CGSResearCh



The decline of international first-time graduate enrollment was consistent
across institutional types.

One-year Change in First-time International First-time Graduate Enroliment by
Degree Objective and Institutional Type between Fall 2019 and Fall 2020

I\'Iaster's‘E Doctorat(ls I\Llaster's R,
Certificate Master's & Doctoratés Certificate
Certificate
Doctoral Universities: Very High Research  Doctoral Universities: High Resedrch Master’s-foclised
Activity Activity and Doctoral/Professional Institutions and
Universities Other Institutions
-23% -22%
-30%
-41%

-46%

Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate

@oumcu oF Admissions Survey, Fall 2019 & Fall 2020. Note: Not all institutions y #CGSResearch

GRADUATE SCHOOLS reported the final application numbers. Some percentages may not
align due to rounding.



Although the decline in first-time enrollment was substantial, there were also
many offers of admissions that have been deferred.

First-time Enroliment Master's & Certificate
e=m=e First-time Enroliment and Deferred Offers Combined Master's & Certificate

First-time Enrollment Doctoral
weee First-time Enroliment and Deferred Offers Combined Doctoral

48,908

40,580 39,193 40,034 J———
| . -~ 21,742
12,819 13,458 13,802 13,857

» J -‘- ----- - —— . D D D D e e e
9,626

i | |

2017 2018 2019 2020

Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate Applications and Enroliment, 2017-2020. Note: Not all responding institutions provided valid data for all the sections of the

survey (i.e., final applications, offers of admisssion, first-time enroliment, and total enroliment). The number of institutions included in the master’s first-time enroliment (n=180) and doctoral
first-time enroliment (n-132).

Zhou, E., & Gao, ]J. (2021). International Graduate Applications & y
G‘G’gggﬁﬂ";scuoow Enrollment: Fall 2020. Council of Graduate Schools. #CGSResearCh



Graduate applications of Chinese nationals and Indian nationals both
increased between Fall 2019 and Fall 2020.

Iran
Final Applications 8%

First-time Enrollment -56%

Middle East & North Africa China
Final Applications -3% Final Applications 6%
First-time Enroliment -36% First-time Enroliment -37%
(
Mexico Oceania
Final Applications 12% ™ P Final Applications 14%
First-time Enroliment -6% = ’ First-time Enrollment 5%
) &
Sub-Saharan Africa o

Final Applications 7% Final Applications 5%
First-time Enrollment -28% First-time Enroliment -66%

Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate Applications and Enroliment, Fall 2020, Tables A1 8A2

Zhou, E., & Gao, ]J. (2021). International Graduate Applications & y
@ggggﬁ'ﬂ";scuoo:.s Enrollment: Fall 2020. Council of Graduate Schools. #CGSResearch



Higher number of admissions deferrals by Indian nationals

Of the Chinese nationals who were offered admissions for
doctoral programs, 32% enrolled and 6% deferred, while 31% of
Indian nationals with admission offers enrolled and 12% deferred.

KRERRR LTI THTTT

Of the Chinese nationals who were offered admissions for
master’s/certificates programs, 16% enrolled and 6% deferred, while only
8% of Indian nationals with admission offers enrolled and 21% deferred.

XERL TRTTITITT)

I IS equivalent to 2%

Data Source: Counci of Graduate Schools, Intemational Graduate Admissions Survey, Fall 2019 & Fall 2020, Table B4,

Zhou, E., & Gao, ]. (2021). International Graduate Applications & y
@ggggﬁAquESCHOOLS Enrollment: Fall 2020. Council of Graduate Schools. #CGSResearCh



By region, Asian, Middle East & North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Africa
had large shares of deferred offers at both the master’s and
certificate and the doctoral levels.

12% Deferred 10% Deferred

Master's & Certificate Doctorates

27%

[v)
23% 21%

18% 17%
13% 14% 13% e
l : I l
Asia Middle East & North Iran Saudi Arabia Sub-Saharan Africa
Africa
m Master's & Certificate % Deferred Doctorates % Deferred

@owvcu oF Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate y #CGSResearch

GRADUATE SCHOOLS  pnpications and Enrollment, Fall 2020, Table B4.



A large number of deferred offers across all fields at both the
master’s and doctoral level

12% Deferred 10% Deferred

Master's & Certificate Doctorates

12% 12%
10%
9% 8%
6%

Biological & Agricultural Business Engineering Mathematics & Computer
Sciences Sciences

m Master's & Certificate % Deferred Doctorates % Deferred

GRADUATE SCHOOLS Applications and Enrollment, Fall 2020, Table C4.

@owvcu oF Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate y #CGSResearCh



Number of Newly Admitted International Graduate Students
Who Deferred Enrollment in Fall 2020 vs Fall 2019

2020 CGS International Graduate Admissions Supplemental Survey

(N=115)

e 809% REPORTED AN INCREASE

o 82% REPORTED AN INCREASE

GRADUATE scHooLs Applications and Enrollment, Fall 2020.

GOUNC"' oF Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate y #CGSResearCh



Factors Institutions Believe are Associated with Increased
International Student Deferrals

Travel restrictions in The institutional response to 10| restrictions in the GEETORGETEL RSO EN | Limited funds to pursue
the United States COVID-19 (e.g., mode of home country due to COVID-19 study in Fall 2020
instruction, safety protocols)

Graduate Deans
N=75

GEM Professionals
N=95

80.0%

20.0%
68.4%

33.3%

20.0%

-------------
..........................
..........

Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate Applications and Enrollment, Fall 2020, Figure 3.

@oumcu oF Zhou, E., & Gao, ]J. (2021). International Graduate Applications & y #CGSResearCh

GRADUATE scHooLs Enrollment: Fall 2020. Council of Graduate Schools.



Emails & Virtual Events as Top Actions to Stay in Touch with
International Graduate Students Who Deferred Enrollment

Sending e-mail
communications.
92.6%

Hosting virtual
events.
58.9%

Sending
direct
mailers.
5.3%

OUNCIL OF Data Source: Council of Graduate Schools, International Graduate
GRADUATE SCHOOLS  Applications and Enrollment, Fall 2020.

GEM Professionals

N=95
Sending
university
promotional
items. Other
3.2% 3.2%
| ] | ]

Sending E-mail

92.0%
Hos

Graduate Deans

communications.

N=75
ting virtual
events.
73.3%
Sending
university Sending
promotional direct
items.  Other  mailers.
21.3% 21.3% 18.7%

y #CGSResearch



Concluding Remarks

Increased and the largest volume of
international graduate applications

High volume of deferred graduate
admission offers and significant decline in
first-time enroliment due to the COVID-19

Had it not been for the global pandemic,
higher international graduate students
enrollment in fall 2020

Gsowvcu or 3yl #CGSResearch
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Associate Vice Provost, Graduate Education Vice Provost and Dean of Graduate Education
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CENTRALIZED
APPLICATION
SERVICE

CAS outcoMes

THE UNIVERSITY OF

KANSAS

ol of Business

ST. CLOUD STATE
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INCREASED 4 4%
matriculants by

= i Lt
INCREASED
applications by

“19%

DECREASED time 99%

processing applications by

with UNICA

by LIAISO
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Thank you for joining us!
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