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Plan for today

• Three speakers will speak for approximately 40 minutes
total, followed by Q & A

• Hironao Okahana of the Council of Graduate Schools will speak 
for approximately 5 minutes introducing the presenters and 
discussing CGS initiatives.

• Natalie Lundsteen and Alexis Thompson will each speak for 
15-20 minutes on their pathways to becoming graduate career 
development professionals at their current institutions. 



Technical Support

• Webinar recording and slides will be 
emailed to participants and posted on 
the CGS website

• Please submit questions through the 
GoToWebinar control panel

• Technical issues? Troubleshooting help 
available: 
http://support.citrixonline.com/en_US/webinar

http://support.citrixonline.com/en_US/webinar


Audio Troubleshooting
• Having trouble hearing us? 

Try switching to a different 
audio connection. You can 
change from Telephone to 
Mic & Speakers or vice versa 
without leaving the session.

• If you experience trouble 
with a telephone connection, 
click “Problem dialing in?” 
for an alternate phone 
number to dial. 



Introduction: 
Hironao Okahana



natalie.lundsteen@utsouthwestern.edu NLundsteen

Natalie Lundsteen, PhD. 
Assistant Dean for Career and Professional 
Development
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences
The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, Texas



The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center (UTSW):
• Known for hospitals and healthcare, patient care and clinical expertise
• Cutting-edge research: Harold C. Simmons Comprehensive Cancer Center, Peter 

O’Donnell Jr. Brain Institute, bioinformatics, regenerative science and medicine
• One of 14 campuses in the University of Texas System



The Office of Graduate Career Development at UTSW:
• Serves 400 graduate students pursuing PhDs and 600 postdoctoral researchers
• Provides comprehensive career and professional development resources and 

programming for all career paths/options
• Develops some programming for faculty (i.e. mentorship training)
• Collaborates closely and most often with Office of Postdoctoral Affairs, Office of 

Diversity and Inclusion, Student Wellness and Counseling
• Partners with and advises Graduate Student Organization, Postdoctoral 

Development Association, and 14 other career/professional organizations



My career path:
• 15 years experience in student affairs & academic 

advising: pre-PhD focus on internships at Stanford, 
moved to Oxford to advise on ‘work experience’

• 2011: PhD in Education: research on the transition 
from academia to workplace & development of 
expertise

• Post-PhD focus on graduate career development (an 
emerging professional field!)

• Built programming/resources at MIT & UTSW

• Longtime member of Graduate Career Consortium





Alexis Thompson

Assistant Dean for Student 
Success

athmpsn1@Illinois.edu

UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-
CHAMPAIGN



Institutional Profile
16,000+

Graduate Students

155+ 
Master’s degree 

programs

25+ 
Fully online 

graduate degree 
programs 

90+ 
Doctoral degree 

programs

400+ 
EOs, DGSs, and 
grad program 

contacts 

2,500+
Graduate Faculty



Careers take unexpected turns

MY CAREER PATH



Part of coordinated campus 
career services community

Located in Graduate College in 
Student Success area 

CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICE 
STRUCTURE



Advising

Exploration and job search groups

Workshops and online resources

Employer connections

CORE SERVICES



Connect with faculty on 
departmental programs

Offer workshops for 
departments and student groups

CAMPUS 
PARTNERSHIPS



Questions?

Webinar recording and slides
will be emailed to participants 
and posted on the CGS website.

Type them into the Questions 
box on the GoToWebinar 
control panel.



Thank You for Participating!

Visit http://cgsnet.org/cgs-webinars for more information 
on upcoming webinars as well as recordings of past 
webinars.

http://cgsnet.org/cgs-webinars

