ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITY

Submit a FY22 Appropriations Request

Supplemental Resources for FY22 Appropriations Requests

This document offers supplemental resources to assist CGS members in creating an apporpriations request for their Members of Congress. CGS members should personalize the following sections to their institution and district/state.
Filling Out an Appropriations Form to Members of Congress

The example below serves as a guide to submitting a request for the Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) program. While CGS urges you to submit a funding recommendation for the GAANN program, keep in mind you may submit a request for any agency or program of your interest (i.e., NSF, NIH, TRIO program, etc.). 

Please see the directions below, which are available to fill in common questions asked on appropriation request forms inline with CGS’s appropriations request of $35 million for the GAANN program. Not all forms are consistent; some may request more or less information. Note: this is for appropriations request forms, not for Community Project Funding.

· Request type: Program Funding
· Subcommittee: Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies
· Agency: Department of Education
· Program Title: Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need program
· Description of program/activity: The Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) Program is the only federal program that supports graduate students in fields designated as areas of national need. GAANN provides fellowships to assist graduate students with excellent records who demonstrate financial need and plan to pursue the highest degree available in their course study. Fellowships are provided through departments of institutions of higher education. 
· Program funding level: Funding should be increased or new request
· Program funding amount/request: $35 million
· FY21 Enacted Amount: $24 million
· President’s FY22 Requested Amount: N/A
· Does this programmatic request have a direct [district] connection or impact? Yes
· Description of [district] connection/impact: This section is the opportunity to detail how increased funding for the GAANN program could impact your institution and surrounding area. Make this description personal to your institution and your experience as a graduate dean. An example may include:
As the [position title] at [institution], I have had firsthand experience with the GAANN program and its impact on our students, campus, and community. The GAANN Program is a valuable opportunity for students with demonstrated financial need and excellent academic records to pursue the highest degree in their chose field of national need. [insert a specific example as to why this program is important to you, the institution and/or graduate students.]
Sample Appropriations Letter to Members of Congress
The sample letter below is a suggested format for contacting your Member of Congress.  

	Address
Salutation

Introduce yourself:  your name and institution
What is the funding issue you are writing about to your Congressional Representative?  
Thank the Member for their time, offer to be a resource
Closing with contact information
	The Honorable [First Name] [Last Name]
Office Address
United States House of Representatives/United States Senate
City, State, Zip 

Dear [Representative/Senator] [Last Name]:
My name is [insert your name] and I am currently [your position title] at [institution of higher education], in [city], [state].  
I am writing to advocate for a $35 million allocation for the Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) program during the Fiscal Year 2022 appropriations process. The GAANN Program is a valuable opportunity for students with demonstrated financial need and excellent academic records to pursue the highest degree in their chosen field of national need. GAANN currently supports education in areas such as engineering, biology, and psychology, all critical as we continue to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. This funding request reflects the need for investment in this vital program after years of stagnate or minimal increases. As the [position title], I have had [insert a specific example as to why GAANN is important to you, your institution, and/or graduate students. Be specific with your experience.]
Thank you for your time and for consideration of my request. I hope that you and your staff will think of me as a resource on the GAANN program and other issues of importance to graduate education. If you have questions or need campus specific information, please do not hesitate to call on me at [telephone contact] or [e-mail contact].
Sincerely,

[Insert Your Name]

[Your Title]

[Your IHE]

[Your Address]

[Your City, State, Zip]


