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Humanities, AI, and Graduate Education

Preliminary thoughts/caveats

A humanities lab

Models-Scale-Context: AI and the Humanities

Three (interacting) lines of inquiry

A final note on writing and critical thought



Preliminary thoughts/caveats

Distinguishing our questions
Beyond Good or Evil

Following and supporting our students



Models-Scale-Context: AI and the Humanities

A lab, hosted by the Cogut Institute for the 
Humanities

Led by Holly Case, Professor of History and 
Humanities, and Suresh Venkatasubramanian, 
Professor of Data Science and Computer Science 
and Humanities and Interim Director of Data 
Science.

https://humanities.brown.edu/programs/chi/ailab
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Elements to highlight

 Interdisciplinary

Collaborative

Respectful

Pluralistic



Three (interacting) lines of inquiry

Historical, political, and social contexts
E.g., history of earlier attempts to provide 
mechanistic accounts of thought; political dynamics 
of current adoption

Probing the theoretical limits of AI (and ourselves)
E.g., conceptual, philosophical questions around 
the nature of intelligence and consciousness

How AI will transform the way we do work in the 
humanities



Thank you
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