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Overview 
 
Since 2004, the Council of Graduate Schools (CGS) has conducted a multi-year empirical 
examination of international graduate application, admission, and enrollment trends in 
response to member institutions’ concerns about continuing changes in the enrollment of 
students from abroad seeking master’s and doctoral degrees from U.S. colleges and 
universities. The core of this examination is a three-phase survey of CGS member institutions. 
The CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey collects an initial snapshot of applications to 
U.S. graduate schools from prospective international students (Phase I, conducted in February 
each year), final applications and an initial picture of admissions offers to prospective 
international students (Phase II, June), and final offers of admission and first-time and total 
international graduate student enrollment (Phase III, October).1   
 
Data from this year’s Phase II survey reveal that applications from prospective international 
students to U.S. graduate schools increased 10% in 2014, marking the ninth consecutive year of 
growth (see Figure 1). Over the past nine years, the year-to-year growth in international 
applications has ranged from a high of 12% in 2006 to a low of 2% in 2013. The Phase II survey 
also found that initial offers of admission to prospective international graduate students 
increased 9% in 2014, the fourth consecutive year of 9% increases.  
 

 
 

                                                 
1 See http://www.cgsnet.org/benchmarking/international-graduate-admissions-survey for reports from the CGS 
International Graduate Admissions Survey. 
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This report begins with a description of the survey methods used to collect data and calculate 
changes in international applications and offers of admission from 2013 to 2014. The second 
section presents the current survey results on applications from prospective international 
students to U.S. graduate schools and compares the one-year changes to those in prior years. 
The third section presents the current survey results on offers of admission to prospective 
international students and compares the one-year changes to those in prior years. Section four 
presents an overview of findings regarding the role that international experiences play in CGS 
member institution graduate programs, and section five provides a summary and conclusions. 
 
I. Survey Methodology and Response Rate 
 
The survey population for the 2014 CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II: 
Final Applications and Initial Offers of Admission consisted of 506 U.S. colleges and universities 
that were members of CGS as of June 2014.2 The survey instrument was e-mailed to the 
graduate dean (or equivalent) and data coordinator(s) at each member institution on June 11, 
2014, and responses were collected electronically through July 18, 2014.  
 
For the purposes of this survey, an international student is defined as a person who is not a 
citizen, national, or permanent resident of the United States and is in this country on a student 
visa, or on a temporary basis, and does not have the legal right to remain indefinitely. The 
survey asked institutions to report their final numbers of completed applications received from 
prospective international students for fall 2013 and fall 2014. In addition, institutions were 
asked to provide the number of offers of admission granted to prospective international 
students for fall 2013 and fall 2014, as of June 4th or the same date each year. See Appendix A 
for the survey questionnaire and taxonomy of fields of study. The number of applications to 
U.S. graduate schools by prospective international students, and the number of offers of 
admission to prospective international students by field of study appear in Appendix B, a new 
feature to this report made possible by increasing response rates from previous years. 
 
Institutions were also asked to provide applications and admissions data for students who 
originate from ten key sending countries or regions and for eight broad fields of study. In 
addition, the survey included a series of questions to explore the role that international 
experiences play in CGS member institution graduate programs.  
 
A total of 299 institutions responded to the survey, for a response rate of 59%. Eighty two of 
the 100 largest institutions in terms of graduate degrees awarded annually to international 
students in the United States.3 The high response rates from these institutions are important 
because collectively the 100 largest institutions confer about 59% of all graduate degrees 
awarded annually to international students in the United States. Overall, the 299 institutions 
responding to the Phase II survey conferred about 66% of the approximately 109,000 graduate 

                                                 
2 CGS also has member institutions in Canada and global affiliates. These institutions are not included in the survey 
population for the CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey.  
3 These figures are based on graduate degrees awarded in academic year 2011-12. Data were derived from the 
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) data files (http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/). 
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the responding colleges and universities that are among the 10, 25, 50, and 100 largest in terms 
of the number of graduate degrees awarded to international students. In addition, data are 
presented for all responding institutions outside the largest 100. The rankings are based on 
data from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).6 
  
Institutions responding to the Phase II survey provided data on a total of 747,577 applications 
to U.S. graduate schools by prospective international students for fall 2014 and on a total of 
186,358 offers of admission to international students for fall 2014. The number of applications 
to U.S. graduate schools by prospective international students, and the number of offers of 
admission to prospective international students by country and region of origin appear in 
Appendix C. In a few cases, institutions were unable to provide data for both 2013 and 2014 for 
either the totals or one of the subcategories. In those instances, these respondents were 
excluded from the appropriate analyses. Data were not imputed for non-responding 
institutions.  
 
For some colleges and universities, the Phase II survey was administered before final offers of 
admission numbers were known, and these institutions provided preliminary figures as of the 
same date each year. For that reason, the survey results on offers of admission (described in 
section three of this report) should be considered preliminary, subject to revision in the 2014 
Phase III survey when final offers of admission numbers are reported. Nonetheless, past Phase 
II surveys have shown that because of the high response rates among the institutions awarding 
large numbers of graduate degrees to international students, and the large numbers of 
applications and offers of admission represented in the Phase II survey data, the overall results 
should accurately illustrate the current trends in international graduate student applications 
and offers of admission in the United States. 
 
II. Survey Results 
 
Total Number of Applications 
 
This year, applications to U.S. graduate schools from prospective international students 
increased for the ninth year in a row. Between 2013 and 2014, international graduate 
applications increased 10%, following a 2% gain in 2013 and a 9% gain in 2012 (see Figure 2). 
The final 10% increase in applications from prospective international graduate students for fall 
2014 is slightly higher than the 7% increase reported by CGS in the Phase I survey results. 
 
The majority of this year’s Phase II survey respondents reported an increase in applications 
from prospective international students in 2014. Of the 285 institutions that provided total 
applications data for both 2013 and 2014 in this year’s Phase II survey, 209 (73%) reported an 
increase in international applications for fall 2014, with an average increase of 13% at these 
institutions. At the 76 institutions (27%) reporting a decrease, the average decline in 
international applications was 5%. 

                                                 
6 See footnote 3.  
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Applications by Field of Study 
 
According to CGS’ Graduate Enrollment and Degrees: 2002 to 2012 report, international 
students comprise about 15% of all students at U.S. graduate schools. Although one-quarter 
(24%) of all international students at U.S. graduate schools are enrolled in arts and humanities, 
education, public administration and services, social and behavioral sciences, and other fields,7 
three-quarters (76%) of all international students at U.S. graduate schools are enrolled in 
biological and agricultural sciences, business, engineering, health sciences, mathematics and 
computer sciences, physical and earth sciences. More than one-quarter (27%) of all 
international graduate students at U.S. institutions are enrolled in engineering, 20% are in 
physical and earth sciences and mathematics and computer sciences, 17% are in business, and 
12% are in biological and agricultural sciences and health sciences. Eight percent of all 
international graduate students at U.S. institutions are enrolled in social sciences and 
psychology, 6% are in arts and humanities, 6% are in ‘other’ fields, and 4% are in education.   
 
The Phase II survey results reveal that international applications increased in seven broad fields 
of study between 2013 and 2014 (see Table 1). Physical and earth sciences (18%), engineering 
(12%), and business (7%) experienced the largest increases in applications between 2013 and 
2014. Life sciences was the only field in which there was a decrease (-1%) in applications 
between 2013 and 2014. 
 
                                                 
7 Gonzales, L.M., Allum, J.R., & Sowell, R.S. (2013). Graduate enrollment and degrees: 2002 to 2012. Washington, DC: 
Council of Graduate Schools. Natural sciences includes biological and agricultural sciences, health sciences, mathematics 
and computer sciences, and physical and earth sciences. Social sciences include public administration and services and 
social and behavioral sciences. 
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Table 1. Change in International Graduate Applications by Field of Study, 2010 to 2011  

through 2013 to 2014 
    

          

     

 

Final                
Number of 

Applications,                   
2010 to 2011 

Final           
Number of 

Applications,                 
2011 to 2012 

Final           
Number of 

Applications,                 
2012 to 2013 

Final           
Number of 

Applications,                 
2013 to 2014 

      International Total 11% 9% 2% 10% 

      Field of Study   
   

    Arts & Humanities 8% 7% 4% 5% 

    Business 11% 7% 1% 7% 

    Education 13% 18% -2% 4% 

    Engineering 14% 14% 5% 12% 

    Life Sciences 8% -1% -7% -1% 

    Physical & Earth Sciences 15% 8% 3% 18% 

    Social Sciences & Psychology 5% 11% -2% 2% 

    Other Fields 10% 9% 5% 4% 

          

          Notes: Not all responding institutions provided data by field of study. See Appendix A for the survey  
taxonomy. 

         Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2011 to 2014 
           

      
 
Applications by Country/Region of Origin 
 
The number of applications from four of the seven sending countries covered by this survey 
increased between 2013 and 2014 (see Table 2). The largest increases in international 
applications in 2014 among the seven countries covered by this survey were from Brazil and 
India, where applications increased by 61% and 33% respectively. It is important to note that 
Brazil, while showing a large percentage increase, has a smaller base number of applications 
than India. Applications from Canada and Mexico increased by 1% each, and there was no 
change in applications from Taiwan between 2013 and 2014. Declines in international 
applications occurred from South Korea (-5%) and China (-1%). Across the three regions 
covered by this survey, international applications increased between 2013 and 2014 in Africa 
(9%), the Middle East (8%), and Europe (3%).  
 
The 1% decline in applications from China in 2014 follows a 3% decline in 2013, both of which 
are notable since China is the largest country of origin for international graduate students in the 
United States. During the 2012-13 academic year, China sent approximately 33% of all 
international students to U.S. institutions. Equally notable is the fact that graduate applications 
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from prospective students from India increased 33% in 2014, the second consecutive year of 
double-digit increases in applications from prospective students from that country. Although 
India is the second largest country of origin for international graduate students in the United 
States, sending about 18% of all international students to U.S. institutions during the 2012-13 
academic year,8 applications from India have fluctuated considerably over the past several 
years, with year-to-year changes ranging from a 12% decrease in 2009 to the 33% increase seen 
in 2014.9 
 

     
Table 2. Change in International Graduate Applications by Country/Region of Origin,  

2010 to 2011 through 2013 to 2014 
   

          

     

 

Final                
Number of 

Applications,                   
2010 to 2011 

Final           
Number of 

Applications,                 
2011 to 2012 

Final           
Number of 

Applications,                 
2012 to 2013 

Final           
Number of 

Applications,                 
2013 to 2014 

      International Total 11% 9% 2% 10% 

      Country of Origin 
 

  
  

    China 21% 19% -3% -1% 

    India 8% 3% 22% 33% 

    South Korea 2% -1% -15% -5% 

    Taiwan -- -2% -13% 0% 

    Canada -- 7% -5% 1% 

    Mexico -- 10% -8% 1% 

    Brazil -- 9% 25% 61% 

      Region of Origin 
    

    Africa -- -3% 4% 9% 

    Europe * -- 7% -2% 3% 

    Middle East * 16% 11% 2% 8% 

          

          Note: Not all responding institutions provided data by country/region of origin.  
      * Prior to 2012, data for Cyprus and Turkey were included with the Middle East, but are now included  

with Europe.  
         Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2011 to 2014 

           

      
 
 

                                                 
8 Institute of International Education. (2013). "International Students by Academic Level and Place of Origin, 2012/13." 
Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-
Publications/Open-Doors/Data 
9 CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2006 to 2014.  
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Applications by Institutional Control and Carnegie Classification 
 
Among the survey respondents, international applications increased 10% on average in public 
institutions and 8% on average in private, not-for-profit institutions in 2014 (see Table 3).10 By 
Carnegie classification, applications from prospective international graduate students increased 
8% on average at doctoral institutions in 2014, compared with the 2% increase that occurred in 
2013.11 At the doctoral level, international applications increased 9% at public institutions and 
7% at private, not-for-profit institutions. International applications increased 47% at master’s-
focused institutions in 2014, but this is based on a relatively small number of international 
applications. In the 2014 Phase II survey, just 4% of all applications from prospective 
international students were for admission to master’s-focused institutions.   
  

                                                 
10 Of the 285 institutions that provided total applications data for both 2014 and 2014 in this year’s Phase II survey, 202 
were public institutions, 82 were private, not-for profit institutions, and one was a private, for-profit institution. 
11 Institutions were coded according to their 2010 Carnegie basic classification. In the analysis, the responding 
institutions classified as RU/VH: Research Universities (very high research activity), RU/H: Research Universities (high 
research activity), or DRU: Doctoral/Research Universities were grouped as doctoral institutions. The responding 
institutions classified as Master’s/L: Master’s Colleges and Universities (larger programs), Master’s/M: Master’s Colleges 
and Universities (medium programs), or Master’s/S: Master’s Colleges and Universities (smaller programs) were grouped 
as master’s institutions. Responding institutions classified as specialized or baccalaureate institutions were excluded 
from this particular analysis. Of the 285 institutions that provided total applications data for both 2013 and 2014 in this 
year’s Phase II survey, 182 were doctoral institutions, 78 were master’s-focused institutions, and 25 were classified as 
specialized or baccalaureate institutions. 
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      Table 3. Change in International Graduate Applications by Institutional Control and 

Carnegie Classification, 2011 to 2012 through 2013 to 2014 
  

            

      

  

Final                      
% Change in                 
Applications                     
2011 to 2012 

 

Final                      
% Change in                 
Applications                     
2012 to 2013 

 

Final                      
% Change in                 
Applications                     
2013 to 2014 

      
 Total (All Institutions)  9% 

 
2% 

 
10% 

    Public 8% 
 

4% 
 

10% 

    Private, not-for-profit 12% 
 

-2% 
 

8% 

      
 Doctoral Institutions 10% 

 
2% 

 
8% 

    Public 9% 
 

4% 
 

9% 

    Private, not-for-profit 13% 
 

-2% 
 

7% 

      
 Master's-Focused Institutions -5% 

 
11% 

 
47% 

    Public -5% 
 

16% 
 

55% 

    Private, not-for-profit -5% 
 

6% 
 

37% 

            

      Notes: Carnegie classifications are based on the 2010 Carnegie Classification of Institutions of  

Higher Education. Private, for-profit institutions and institutions classified as specialized or  

baccalaureate institutions are included in the totals but are not broken out separately.   

      Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2012 to 2014 
            

       
Applications by Geographic Region 
 
Applications to U.S. graduate schools from prospective international students increased in all 
four major regions of the United States in 2014 as shown in Figure 3. International applications 
increased 16% in the West, and 8% each in the Midwest and South, and 7% in the Northeast.12  
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
12 Of the 285 institutions that provided total applications data for both 2013 and 2014 in this year’s Phase II survey, 64 
institutions are located in the Northeast, 69 in the Midwest, 100 in the South, and 52 in the West. States were divided 
into regions as follows: Midwest – Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin; Northeast – Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont; West – Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming; and South – Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
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Figure 3. Year-to-Year Percent Change in International 
Applications by Geographic Region, 2013 to 2014 

 

 
Applications by Number of Graduate Degrees Awarded to International Students 
 
International graduate applications in 2014 increased 9% on average at the responding 
institutions that are among the 100 largest compared with 11% on average at institutions 
outside the largest 100 (see Table 4). This pattern of stronger growth (i.e., smaller declines and 
larger increases) at institutions awarding smaller numbers of graduate degrees to international 
students was apparent in only two countries (Brazil and India) and two regions (Africa and the 
Middle East). International graduate applications from prospective students from India, for 
example, increased 29% among the 100 largest institutions and 49% at institutions outside the 
largest 100 in 2014. By contrast, international graduate applications from prospective students 
from China increased 1% among the 100 largest institutions and decreased 7% at institutions 
outside the largest 100.   
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       Table 4. Change in International Graduate Applications by Country/Region of Origin and Number  

of Graduate Degrees Awarded to International Students, 2013 to 2014 
  

              

       

 
All                                      

Institution
s 

10                    
Largest 

Institution
s 

25                  
Largest 

Institution
s 

50                 
Largest 

Institution
s 

100          
Largest 

Institution
s 

All             
Other 

Institution
s 

        International Total 10% 11% 10% 8% 9% 11% 

        Country of Origin 
      

    China -1% 7% 3% 2% 1% -7% 

    India 33% 26% 28% 26% 29% 49% 

    South Korea -5% -1% -4% -4% -4% -6% 

    Taiwan 0% 2% -2% 4% 3% -12% 

    Canada 1% 12% 6% 3% 2% -5% 

    Mexico 1% -2% 0% 1% 1% 1% 

    Brazil 61% 73% 55% 52% 57% 76% 

        Region of Origin 
      

    Africa 9% 9% 9% 7% 8% 11% 

    Europe 3% 6% 6% 4% 3% 0% 

    Middle East 8% 10% 6% 4% 6% 13% 

              

       Notes: The rankings are based on data collected by the U.S. Department of Education. See footnote 3  

for more information. Not all responding institutions provided data by country of origin. 
        Source: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2014 

                

        
III. Offers of Admission to Prospective International Graduate Students 
 
Total Number of Offers of Admission 
 
For prospective international students, initial offers of admission to U.S. graduate programs 
increased 9% between 2013 and 2014, matching the levels of increase reported in each of the 
years since 2011. This also marks the fifth consecutive year of gains in international offers of 
admission (see Figure 4).  
 
The majority of this year’s Phase II survey respondents reported an increase in offers of 
admission to prospective international students in 2014. Of the 282 institutions that provided 
total offers of admission data for both 2013 and 2014 in this year’s Phase II survey, 186 (66%) 
reported an increase in international offers of admission for fall 2014, with an average increase 
of 18% at these institutions. At the 94 institutions (33%) reporting a decrease, the average 
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Figure 4. Year-to-Year Percent Change in Offers of 
Admission to Prospective International Students from U.S.  

Graduate Schools, 2003 to 2004 through 2013 to 2014 

Note:  Offers of admission data for 2013 are preliminary. All other data points reflect final figures. 

Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase III, 2004 to 2013, and Phase II, 2014 

decline in international offers of admission was 10%. Two institutions (1%) reported no change 
in international offers of admission between 2013 and 2014. 

  
 
 
Offers of Admission by Field of Study 
 
Increases occurred in initial offers of admission in all broad fields of study in 2014 (see Table 5). 
The largest increases in international offers of admission in 2014 occurred in physical and earth 
sciences (13%), engineering (11%), and ‘other’ fields (7%). This year’s initial 13% increase in 
physical and earth sciences follows an 11% gain last year, and this year’s initial 11% increase in 
engineering follows a 16% gain in 2013. Furthermore, this year’s initial 7% increase in ‘other’ 
fields follows a 10% gain in 2013. Initial offers of admission increased 6% each in business, life 
sciences, and social sciences and psychology. 

 
 

Offers of Admission by Country/Region of Origin 
 
There was no change in offers of admission to prospective graduate students from China 
between 2013 and 2014. This is the second consecutive year of slow or no growth in initial 
offers of admission to prospective students from that country after several years of double-digit 
growth (see Table 6). Moreover, 2014 marks the first time in eight years that offers of 
admission to prospective students from China has not experienced an increase. Offers of 
admission to Chinese students still far outnumber that of other countries and regions. Phase II 
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survey results indicated that offers of admission to prospective students from China comprised 
37% of all offers of admission to prospective international students.  

 
 

     
Table 5. Change in International Offers of Admission by Field of Study, 2010 to 2011  

through 2013 to 2014 
    

          

     

 

Final                    
Number of                               
Offers of                            

Admission,                   
2010 to 2011 

Final                  
Number of                               
Offers of                            

Admission,                 
2011 to 2012 

Final                  
Number of                               
Offers of                            

Admission,                 
2012 to 2013 

Initial                  
Number of                               
Offers of                            

Admission,                 
2013 to 2014 

      International Total 9% 9% 9% 9% 

      Field of Study 
    

    Arts & Humanities 5% 6% 7% 5% 

    Business 11% 21% 3% 6% 

    Education 7% 12% -3% 1% 

    Engineering 8% 9% 16% 11% 

    Life Sciences 7% 0% -4% 6% 

    Physical & Earth Sciences 11% 7% 11% 13% 

    Social Sciences & Psychology 2% 8% 3% 6% 

    Other Fields 13% 11% 10% 7% 

          

          Notes: Not all responding institutions provided data by field of study. See Appendix A for the survey  
taxonomy. 

         Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase III, 2011 to 2013, and Phase II, 2014 
          

      
Offers of admission to prospective students from Brazil nearly doubled in 2014, with a gain of 
98%, following a 46% gain in 2013, and a 6% gain in 2012. It is important to note that 
prospective students from Brazil constitute only 1% of the total number of offers of admission 
to prospective international students. Offers of admission to prospective students from India 
increased by 25% in 2014, following a 27% gain in 2013. This is particularly significant given the 
fact that the year-to-year increase in offers of admission to prospective international students 
from India had traditionally fluctuated. Among the other countries and regions included in the 
survey, growth occurred between 2013 and 2014 increased for Canada (4%), but decreased for 
Mexico (-1%), Taiwan (-6%), and South Korea (-9%). Offers of admission to prospective graduate 
students increased for those from the Middle East (9%), Africa (3%), and Europe (2%).  
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Table 6. Change in International Offers of Admission by Country/Region of Origin, 2010 to 2011  

through 2013 to 2014 
    

          

     

  

Final                    
Number of                           
Offers of                                       

Admission,                   
2010 to 2011 

Final                    
Number of                           
Offers of                                       

Admission,                   
2011 to 2012 

Final                
Number of                           
Offers of                                       

Admission,                 
2012 to 2013 

Initial                
Number of                           
Offers of                                       

Admission,                 
2013 to 2014 

      International Total 9% 9% 9% 9% 

      Country of Origin 
    

    China 21% 20% 5% 0% 

    India 2% 0% 27% 25% 

    South Korea -2% 0% -10% -9% 

    Taiwan -- -4% -3% -6% 

    Canada -- 9% -1% 4% 

    Mexico -- 6% 0% -1% 

    Brazil -- 6% 46% 98% 

      Region of Origin 
    

    Africa -- 10% 7% 3% 

    Europe * -- 2% 0% 2% 

    Middle East * 16% 17% 12% 9% 

          

          Note: Not all responding institutions provided data by country/region of origin.  
      * Prior to 2012, data for Cyprus and Turkey were included with the Middle East, but are now included  

with Europe.  
         Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase III, 2011 to 2013, and Phase II, 2014 

          

      
 
Offers of Admission by Institutional Control and Carnegie Classification 
 
Initial offers of admission increased in both public institutions and private, not-for-profit 
institutions in 2014. Among the survey respondents, international offers of admission increased 
9% on average in public institutions and 11% on average in private, not-for-profit institutions in 
2013 (see Table 7).13 This year’s gains for private, not-for-profit institutions were larger than 
last year’s gain of 5%.  
 
By Carnegie classification, offers of admission to prospective international graduate students 
increased 8% on average at doctoral institutions in 2014, following a 9% increase in 2012 and 
                                                 
13 Of the 282 institutions that provided total offers of admission data for both 2013 and 2014 in this year’s Phase II 
survey, 202 were public institutions, 79 were private, not-for profit institutions, and one was a private, for-profit 
institution. 



Council of Graduate Schools   

 
15 

2013.14 International offers of admission increased 38% at master’s-focused institutions in 
2014, following a 6% gain in both 2012 and 2013. This increase should be interpreted 
cautiously, however, since it is based on a relatively small number of international offers of 
admission. In the 2014 Phase II survey, 7% of all offers of admission to prospective international 
graduate students were for admission to master’s-focused institutions.   
 

      Table 7. Change in International Offers of Admission by Institutional Control and 
Carnegie Classification, 2011 to 2012 through 2013 to 2014 

  
            

      

  

Final                
Change in                 
Offers of                                   

Admission,                     
2011 to 2012 

 

Final                                       
Change in                 
Offers of                                   

Admission,                     
2012 to 2013 

 

Initial                
Change in                 
Offers of                                   

Admission,                     
2013 to 2014 

      
 Total (All Institutions)  9% 

 
9% 

 
9% 

    Public 7% 
 

10% 
 

9% 

    Private, not-for-profit 14% 
 

5% 
 

11% 

      
 Doctoral Institutions 9% 

 
9% 

 
8% 

    Public 7% 
 

11% 
 

7% 

    Private, not-for-profit 14% 
 

6% 
 

9% 

      
 Master's-Focused Institutions 6% 

 
6% 

 
38% 

    Public -6% 
 

9% 
 

45% 

    Private, not-for-profit 22% 
 

4% 
 

29% 

            

      Notes: Carnegie classifications are based on the 2010 Carnegie Classification of Institutions of  

Higher Education. Private, for-profit institutions and institutions classified as specialized or  

baccalaureate institutions are included in the totals but are not broken out separately.   

      Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase III, 2012 and 2013, and  

Phase II, 2014 
                 

       
Offers of Admission by Geographic Region 
 
Initial offers of admission to prospective international graduate students increased in all four 
major regions of the United States in 2014. International offers of admission increased in the 
Midwest (12%), West and South (9% each), and Northeast (8%) in 2014 (see Figure 5).15  

                                                 
14 Of the 282 institutions that provided total offers of admission data for both 2013 and 2014 in this year’s Phase II 
survey, 180 were doctoral institutions, 78 were master’s-focused institutions, and 24 were classified as specialized or 
baccalaureate institutions. 
15 Of the 282 institutions that provided total offers of admission data for both 2013 and 2014 in this year’s Phase II 
survey, 60 institutions are located in the Northeast, 69 in the Midwest, 101 in the South, and 52 in the West. 
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Figure 5. Year-to-Year Percent Change in International 

Offers of Admission by Geographic Region, 2013 to 2014 
 

 
Offers of Admission by Number of Graduate Degrees Awarded to International Students 
 
Increases in initial offers of admission in 2014 were equally strong overall at institutions 
awarding larger numbers of graduate degrees to international students (i.e., the top 100 
institutions) and at institutions awarding smaller numbers of graduate degrees to international 
students (referred to as “all other” institutions in Table 8). International offers of admission 
increased 8% on average at the top 100 institutions and 12% at those institutions categorized as 
“all other” in Table 8.  
 
Offers of admission to prospective graduate students from China increased 2% at the top 100 
institutions, and decreased 6% at all other institutions. In contrast, offers of admission to 
prospective graduate students from India increased by 21% at the top 100 institutions, and 
increased 35% at all other institutions. The increase in offers of admission to prospective 
graduate students from Brazil was equally strong at the top 100 institutions and all other 
institutions, at 98% and 95% respectively. 
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Table 8. Change in International Offers of Admission by Country/Region of Origin and Number  

of Graduate Degrees Awarded to International Students, 2013 to 2014 
  

              

       

 All                                      
Institutions 

10                    
Largest 

Institutions 

25                  
Largest 

Institutions 

50                 
Largest 

Institutions 

100          
Largest 

Institutions 

All             
Other 

Institutions 

        International Total 9% 15% 10% 7% 8% 12% 

        Country of Origin 
      

    China 0% 13% 7% 3% 2% -6% 

    India 25% 29% 16% 17% 21% 35% 

    South Korea -9% 5% -6% -9% -11% 0% 

    Taiwan -6% 1% -1% -4% -5% -10% 

    Canada 4% 33% 20% 11% 9% -13% 

    Mexico -1% -12% -5% -3% -1% 1% 

    Brazil 98% 117% 92% 82% 98% 95% 

        Region of Origin 
      

    Africa 3% 3% -3% -5% -3% 8% 

    Europe 2% 3% 3% 1% 1% 6% 

    Middle East 9% 15% 12% 8% 9% 10% 

              

       Notes: The rankings are based on data collected by the U.S. Department of Education. See footnote 3  

for more information. Not all responding institutions provided data by country of origin. 
        Source: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2014 

                

        
IV. International Experiences 
 
In an effort to better understand the role that international experiences play in CGS member 
institution graduate programs, the survey asked respondents to describe, in general terms, how 
international experiences add value to the graduate students’ experience across fields of study. 
 
More than one-half (59%) of graduate deans responding to the survey reported that none of 
the graduate programs at their institution had an explicit requirement for international 
experiences for graduate students. Nearly one-in-ten (9%) of graduate deans responding to the 
survey reported that international experiences are required by 50% or more of their graduate 
programs. Less than one percent indicated that 25% to 49% of graduate programs require 
international experiences. Three percent indicated that 10% to 24% of graduate programs 
require international experiences, and 29% indicated that less than 10% of their graduate 
programs had such an explicit requirement. 
 
Respondents were given a list of seven typical graduate student experiences and asked to select 
any that either existed or were in the planning stages at their institution. As shown in Table 9, 
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the most frequently mentioned types of experiences include short-term study abroad (6 weeks 
or less), international research opportunities, and field research. Language study outside of 
country was mentioned least frequently among respondents, aside from other types of 
experiences. 
 

Table 9. Types of International Experiences  
  

 
Type of Experience 

 
Percent Responding 

 Short-term study abroad (6 weeks or less) 61% 
 International research opportunities  61% 
 Field research 58% 
 Joint or dual degree program 48% 
 Mid-term study abroad (between 6 weeks and 3 months) 42% 
 Long-term study abroad (3 months or longer) 40% 
 Language study outside of country 29% 
 Other 
 

10% 
 

 
 
Respondents were also given a list of eight hypothetical hindrances that might prevent 
graduate students from gaining an international experience. Respondents were able to select as 
many options as they wanted, and the most frequently mentioned hindrance was garnering 
financial support, followed closely by family-work-life challenges (see Table 10).  
 
 

Table 10. Hindrances to International Experiences  
 

  
Hindrance Percent Responding 
 Garnering financial support while abroad 70% 
 Family-work-life challenges for extended stay abroad 61% 
 Concern about finishing degree in timely way 44% 
 Apprehension about extended time abroad 25% 
 Worry about impact on local research projects 19% 
 Fear of the unknown 16% 
 Perceived disapproval of faculty mentors 14% 
 Other 
 

13% 
 

 
Graduate deans were also asked to describe the methods by which graduate programs at their 
institution evaluate the quality of international experiences, as well as some key metrics to help 
their graduate programs determined the value of international experiences. This information 
will be analyzed by CGS staff and be used to inform future CGS Best Practices projects. 
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Offers of admission to prospective graduate international students was strong across the board  
at both doctoral and master’s-focused institutions, at public and private, not-for-profit 
institutions,  in all four regions of the United States, and at institutions awarding larger and 
smaller numbers of graduate degrees to international students. 
 
Conclusions 
 
The data from the 2014 CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II: Final 
Applications and Initial Offers of Admission reflect continued growth in U.S. graduate programs 
among prospective international students. Increases in applications and initial offers of 
admission for fall 2014 were nearly identical, at 10% and 9% respectively.  
 
Although growth is strong regardless of institutional characteristics, geographic location, and 
international student enrollment intensity, there appears to be some rebalancing of 
prospective graduate students by country and region of origin. Applications from and initial 
offers of admission to prospective graduate students from China experienced contraction and 
no growth, respectively, in 2014. Prospective students from countries such as Brazil and India 
and regions such as Africa and the Middle East, however, appear to be finding greater interest 
in U.S. graduate schools, as suggested by the large increases in applications and initial offers of 
admission. 
 
These results are typically an early indicator of what international first-time enrollment is likely 
to be in fall 2014. It will continue to be important to monitor the state of the economy, 
education sector, costs of graduate education, and workforce trends in the United States and 
abroad. Future CGS International Graduate Admissions Surveys will continue to track the 
participation of international students in U.S. graduate programs, and provide early indicators 
of possible shifts in international applications, offers of admission, and enrollment.   
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Appendix A  
Survey Questionnaire and Taxonomy of Fields of Study 
 

 

 

SURVEY INSTRUCTIONS AND DEFINITIONS 
 

About the Survey 
 
The 2014 CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II: Final Applications and Initial Offers of 
Admission is sent to all U.S. colleges and universities that are members of the Council of Graduate Schools 
(CGS) as of May 2014. The survey asks institutions to report the final numbers of completed application for 
admission to graduate certificate and graduate degree programs from prospective international students and the 
initial offers of admission granted to prospective international students. The three-part International Graduate 
Admissions Survey has been conducted annually by CGS since 2004. Survey reports are available online at 
www.cgsnet.org. 
 
The survey response deadline is Friday, July 18, 2014. 

Confirmation of receipt:  You will receive e-mail verification from CGS that your survey was received from 
CGS within two business days. If you do not receive this e-mail confirmation, please contact CGS Research at 
research@cgs.nche.edu. 
 
Contact Information:  If you have problems submitting your survey form electronically, please contact CGS 
Research at research@cgs.nche.edu. For all other questions, please contact Jeff Allum, Director of Research 
and Policy Analysis, at jallum@cgs.nche.edu or 202-223-3791. 
 
Confidentiality 
 
All data and information submitted for the CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey will be treated as 
confidential and will only be used for research or statistical purposes by CGS. Any information released publicly 
will be in a format that does not allow the identification of institutions or the personal identification of students. All 
survey data are stored on a secure, password-protected server, and access to the raw survey data is restricted 
to those individuals directly involved in the data collection and analysis. Participation in the CGS International 
Graduate Admissions Survey is voluntary. 
 
 
Survey Instructions and Definitions (for Part A): 
 

 Applications:  The Phase II survey collects final data on completed applications, not applicants (i.e., 
counts of pieces of paper rather than counts of unique students). If a student applied to more than one 
graduate program, all of the individual applications should be counted and included in our survey data. 
Include data for all individuals who have fulfilled your institution’s requirements to be considered for 
admissions, including payment or waiving of the application fee, if any. 

 Offers of admission:  Please provide data on offers of admission to prospective international students for 
Fall 2013 and Fall 2014 as of the same date each year. For example, if you provide data for Fall 2013 
offers of admission as of 6/4/13, provide Fall 2014 offers of admission data as of 6/4/14. Since we are 
measuring changes in offers of admission from year to year, it is important that we compare data from the 
same point in time each year. You may use a date other than June 4

th
, provided that you use the same 

month and day for each year. 

 Only report data for non-U.S. citizens on temporary visas. Non-U.S. citizens are students or 
prospective students who are not citizens, nationals, or permanent residents of the United States. These 
individuals will be expected to be in the United States on a student visa, or on a temporary basis, and do 
not have the legal right to remain indefinitely. Students or prospective students from Puerto Rico, Guam, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, or other U.S. territories are considered citizens of the United States and thus 
should not be included in the survey data. Undocumented students (i.e., illegal aliens) should not be 
included in the survey data. 

 When provided data for Section I, “Total Non-U.S. Citizens,” include non-U.S. citizens on temporary visas 
from all countries and regions or origin, not just those listed in Section II. 

http://www.cgsnet.org/
mailto:research@cgs.nche.edu
mailto:research@cgs.nche.edu
mailto:jallum@cgs.nche.edu
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Appendix B. Final Number of Applications and Initial Number of Offers of Admission by 

Field of Study, Fall 2014       

        

        

  

Final                    
Number of                                                                  

Applications,                   
Fall 2014   

Initial                                                        
Number of                           

Offers of Admission,                 
Fall 2014 

        

 International Total 747,577   186,358 

        

 Field of Study       

    Arts & Humanities 36,156   7,942 

    Business 108,067   30,062 

    Education 14,943   4,601 

    Engineering 246,771   63,483 

    Life Sciences 66,281   12,369 

    Physical & Earth Sciences 160,678   38,411 

    Social Sciences & Psychology 64,294   13,691 

    Other Fields 38,337   11,918 

        

        

Note: Not all responding institutions provided data by field of study. These data represent 

only those data reported by institutions responding to the survey.   
 

      

Source: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2014   
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Appendix C. Final Number of Applications and Initial Number of Offers of Admission by 

Country/Region of Origin, Fall 2014 
   

        

    

  

Final                    
Number of                                                                  

Applications,                   
Fall 2014 

 

Initial               
Number of          

Offers of Admission,                 
Fall 2014 

    
 International Total 747,577 

 
186,358 

     Country of Origin 
   

    China 292,649 
 

71,177 

    India 203,583 
 

55,518 

    South Korea 30,139 
 

5,337 

    Taiwan 19,591 
 

3,612 

    Canada 11,006 
 

2,933 

    Mexico 4,190 
 

1,205 

    Brazil 5,939 
 

1,983 

     Region of Origin 
   

    Africa 19,973 
 

4,441 

    Europe 38,697 
 

9,609 

    Middle East 52,094 
 

10,771 

        

        Note: Not all responding institutions provided data by country/region of origin. These data 

represent only those data reported by the institutions responding to the survey. 

    Sources: CGS International Graduate Admissions Survey, Phase II, 2014 
        

     
 


